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Brahminical Culture was influenced by Dharmashastra-A study in
the light of Bengal Inscriptions

Arpita Dey, Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Bethune College
Sumita Batabyal, Professor, Burdwan University

Bengal inscriptions are included in the eastern Indian Epigraph. From the Bengal inscriptions we get a social
picture of the then society which was based on varnasystem,as mentioned in dharma$astras .It is impossible
to mention the exact date of establishment of this varna based society. Due to long and close connection of
Gaiidabanga with Arjabarta , the Aryan culture , civilization , society spread throughout the ancient Bengal
.The structure of Aryan society was based on varna system as described in dharma$astra . This varna based
society established in Bengal on a strong base after the arrival and permanent settlement of the bramhmanas
.We can collect the relevant information regarding the settelment of brahmanas from the Bengal inscription.
The Aryan culture followed the darmaS$astras .Gatidabanga got in touch with Aryan culture which included it
in brahminical culture .The rules of dharma$astras are also equally applicable here.

In this article I tried to realise to what extent the dharmaSastras before the Christian era influenced
the varna chief brahmanas of the varna based society as described in the inscriptions of the Bengal up to the
13 theentury. It is learnt from the reign of the Kumar Gupta 1 that the land was granted generously to the
Vedic and sacrificial brahmanas . The important of the granting land to the vedicbrahmanas was well
discussed in almost all the dharma$astras . By granting of land one can reach the heaven as per
Yajfavalkyasmbhita.
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In it is said that the land donor after enjoying a heavenly life for a century will spend a grain from a
heap of sand as high as SaptarsiMandal (Great Bear) .The attainment of this virtue knows no bound.
Aditya,Baruna,visnu, Brahma , Chandra , Agni , lord Mahadev congratulate the land donor.
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The evidences of granting land are found in Bengal inscriptions eg. Mallasarul copper plate was
discovered in the third year of the reign of king Gopochandra . In that plate it is known that king Bijoysen
granted land as permanent endowment to Vatsyasvaminbrahmana belonging to katidinyagotra and
Brhac$akhadhyayifor performance of daily five sacrifices to gain spiritual merit for himself and his parents.
Similarly Faridpur copper plate was discovered in the third year of the reign of king Dharmaditya . In that
plate it is known that sadhanikBatabhoga granted the land as permanent endowment to Chandrasvamin
belonging to Bharadbajagotra . It is also mentioned that land was granted to build the temple and also to meet
the expenditure of the daily worship of god. eg. Four villages were granted for the worship of Naranarayana
as found in the Khalimpur copper plate of Dharma Pal . Two —copper plates referring the reign of SaSanka
were found in Medinipur . As per first plate,Subhakirtl , the ruler of Dandabhukti granted a purchased land to
brahmanaDamyasvamin belonging to Bharadbajagotra and Madhyandin$akha . The second plate indicates
that SamantaMaharajSomodutta granted a village to AdhurjaBhatteswar , belonging to the KaSyapagotra .
From copper plate of KalaikuriSultanpur it is also known that a land was granted asAksayanibl to three
brahmanas . The word Aksayanibl is well explained in Manusmhita in the light of DharmaSastra . It is
mentioned in the Manusmhita that the learned disciples would get Aksayanibifrom the king after returning

79 Brahminical Culcture



Heritage

from the house of preceptor . The land in question cannot be stolen by the thieves or enemies .This tax free
lands were given tobrahmana only for occupancy right.
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It was instructed in Manusmhita not to collect tax from Srotriyabrahmanas .
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Instructions have been given in the dharma$astra in respect of the above vedic sacrifices as described in the
inscriptions. For example, It is instructed in Manusmhita that the house master (%28) would perform the daily
five sacrifices after his marriage . On the other hand the vedic sacrifices in different times and stages are also
instructed. This are Agnihotra ,Dar$apurnamasa ,Agrayana or Nabannajag , Caturmasyesti etc.
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There are two objects of granting land to the brahmanas . Firstly to gain spiritual merit as per smritiSastra.
This religious merit was gained by not only the donor but also the king who also got one sixth of it .Because
the king protected the granted land. In Visnusmhita it is told that-
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Secondly to spread the vedic education and culture by performing vedic sacrifices in accordance with
dharma$astras. The Vedas, the source of all dharma was preserved by establishing Brahmanisim . The
second object like the first one was also supported by dharmaSastra . For example it is mentioned in the
Visnusmhita that one gains many times as compared to what he donates to the veda studying brahmanas.
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The brahmanas are instructed in Harltsmhita to study the Vedas and the dharma$astras .
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In this respect evidence may be cited in the Bengal inscriptions which are as follows. It is known from the
BhubanesvarapraS$asti of Bhattabhavadeba the village Siddhal , the motherland granted to the brahmanas was
sonorous with the study of the vedas . For long time the inhabitants of the Gaudabanga were reluctant to
aryan culture and were against the Vedas. But gradually by granting land to brahmanas and their settling it
came within the sphere of brahminism . Perhaps from then the social system based on varna and caste was
established. In this connection it is seen from the very beginning of the Haritsmhita that the king Ambarisa
asked Markandeya about the varnaérama dharma.
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Apart from this,varnaSrama was well discussed in all dharma$astras . In this regard
the Nalanda copper plates of DebaPal may be considered as an evidence. From this plate it is learnt that
Dharma Pal, an expert warrior and son of Gopal would remain conscious to keep his subjects established in
their respective varna based dharma. If anyone deviated from his own dharma, the king made him return to
his own dharma by the royal instruction.

Varna means colour . But in practice varna means caste. It is said in Padmapurana
that the colours of brahmana ksatriya , BaiSya and $iidra are white ,red ,yellow and black respectively .
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Brahmanas and other castes were divided depending upon the colour of the fine and course human body. The
prevailing caste system is based on this varna .The brahmana is the best among the four varnas . The role of
the brahmanas in the field of the vedic education and culture is undeniable. Because it is mentioned in the
Manusmhita that the brahmanas after studying $astras , Vedas and vedanga , circulate them to their disciples
as per rule .
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The deities and the forefathers are served through the service to the brahmanas . All
the good works are performed at the advice of the brahmanas . The kings used to make gift and gave
honorarium to the brahmanas for the good and development of his subjects and the country. For example it is
mentioned in Atrismhita that those countries are well rained where the Vedas knowing brahmana , expert in
all $astras are honoured properly.
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That is why the relation between the kings and the brahmanas was so deep. As
flatterer and family historian, the brahmanas were so expert that they became the main claimants of the legal
grants of the king. By establishing deep relation with the courtiers they had the only role in the royal
appointment and administration. For this reason the rulers of Bengal used to grant land generously for the
settlement of the brahmanas.

The procedure which was followed in granting land was also as per dharmaS$astra
as found in the inscriptions .In Vignusmhita the following procedures are instructed .The names of the grant
receivers up to their third forefathers and the donor , the area of the land within a boundary shown by any
permanent support should be written in the copper plate duly stamped by the coin or seal of the king .These
were done to realize the actual situation by the next king .Nobody will be able to dispossess that land .In
almost all the copper plates meant for grant the land cheater or confiscator were cursed and the land grantor
were praised as per dharma$astra .
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In that age the profession was hereditary .The sons inherited the profession of their
fathers .There was no hard and fast rule in taking profession. The caste of a person was determined by his
ancestral profession even after taking another profession. Our discussion is about be profession of the
brahmanas .
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But as per evidences found in the Bengal inscriptions it was learnt that the brahmanas took the profession of
minister,commander,trader, farmer though it was approved by the dharma$astra . In support of this, the
evidences found in the BhuvaneswarPra$asti of Bhattabhavadeb may be mentioned here. It is known that
Adideva was a minister of king in his time of relaxation, prime minister, supreme official, foreign minister
though he was a brahmana. Bhattabhavadeb was also a minister of king Harivarma of varmandynasty. He
was a scholar and expert in all $astras .Sa$anka was the king of Gauda though he was a brahmana . From his
two copper plates of Medinipur it indicates that the managing committee ofTabirkarana was framed by the
brahmanasie. brahmanas had a role in administration also . From the DeoparaPraSasti of BijaySen it is
known that SamantaSen , the king of sen dynasty was a brahmaksatriya that means a brahmana took the
profession of a soldier leaving the profession of teaching and learning.
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In his last life he took banaprastha (the third stage of life ) and stayed in a holy aSram on the bank of the
Ganges as per dharma$astra . On the other hand he used to explain and teach the Vedas. The pillar inscription
of BadalGadur denotes that Deva pal and NarayanPal belonging to pal dynasty had brahmana ministers
Darbhapani and his grandson KedarMitra respectively. It is found in the kailan copper plate of Dharanabata
that Silvadra ,principal of NalandaBihar was a descent of a royal brahmana family . In kalaikuriSultanpur
copper plate, the word ‘Kutumbl® is meant for brahmana house holder, who was a agriculture trader. That is
the brahmana took the profession of agriculture. To teach Vedas to Siidras and also to act as a priest in any
sacrifice arranged by them were enlisted among the blamed profession of the brahmanas . Those blamed
brahmanas were degraded and known as varpabrahmana. Medical service, painting and astrology were
forbidden profession for the Brahmans. Such evidences are found in dharmasastra. In Atrismhita it is said
that if the brahmana took the profession of ksatriya and agriculture with animal husbandry were called
ksatriya and baiSyarespectively.
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It is also said in Yajfavalkyasmhita , in danger period brahmana could take the profession of ksatriya and
baiSya.
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Brahmana could take the profession of ksatriya and baiSya in the scarcity of his own livelihood as per
Manusmhita.
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On the other hand, in the royal work the king would take the advice from the pious and scholar brahmana in
connection with war matter.
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In judicial matter the king would appoint educatedbrahmana.
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The said profession of brahmana was approved by dharma$astra and hence
mentioned in the Bengal inscriptions. The forbidden profession in the light of dharma$astra were also blamed

in the inscriptions .Such as in Atrismhitabrahmanas were advised not to teach the Vedas to the $iidras .
I

AP E T
GUOEF MreRmeEe fHreacss 22

Brahmana astrologers were not invited in the funeral ceremony, sacrifices and great endowment. Painter and
medical trader brahmanas were not respected even if they were scholar.
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As per Manu the brahmana who performed the Agihotra sacrifice for the Siidras in lieu of money were
blamed by the Vedicbrahmanas.
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Generally brahmanas used to get huge amount of wealth by acting as a priest in any
sacrifice arranged by other. From the Rampal copper plate of Sri Chandra it is learnt that
SantlbarlkPItabasaguptaSarman a brahmana belonging to SandilyaGotra performed the kotihomsacrifice. On
the other hand Barrackpore copper plate of BijaySen indicates that Udayakardeva$arman acted as priest in
kanakatulapurusadana sacrifice arranged by the queen. It is also learnt from DeoparapraSasti of BijoySen that
the brahmanas were given gold, silver and jewels as honorarium. As an evidence of dharma$astra it is said
in Manusmhita that the king would select the brahmana for the priesthood of the sacrifice. These priest
performed Grhyakarma (such as Santisvastayan etc.) and Baitanik karma (Daksinagni ,Ahabaniyagni,
Garhrapatyagni- three sacred fire) of the king . According to Manu in sacrifices brahmanas were given
honorarium, gold, money and consumer goods by the king.
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From the Bengal inscriptions within the period of fifth to seventh century brahmanas began to settle
in Bengal for vedic ritual patronized by the ruler. In dharmaS$astrabrahmanas were favoured in every sphere
of life to make them economically solvent. These were done for smooth performance of vedic sacrifices and
vedic education .Following this the rulers of Bengal used to favour the vedicbrahmanaby granting land and
other works as prescribed in dharma$astra .It is ascertained from the wide discussion stated above that the
dharma$astras before the Christian era were equally applicable in the brahmana society as described in the
Bengal inscriptions till the thirteenth century and so on . The than brahmana society was benefited by
performing vedic ritual and thus the vedic culture was preserved. By this, the evidences of the applied side of
the social,religious, judicial and administrative rules written by twentyDharma$astrakars are found from the
Bengali inscriptions.
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Reference

1. 1210 Yajfiavalkyasamhita p-157

2. 330,331 no Atrisamhita p-21

3. 7/82,83 Manusamhita p-476,477

4. 7/133 Manusamhita p-497

5. 3/67 Manusamhita p-181

6. 4/25 Manusamhita p-273

7. 3/14 Vinusamhita p-31

8. 93/4 Visnusamhita p-118

9. 1222 Haritsamhita p-128

10. 1/1 Haritsamhita p-127

11. 27%chpt Padmapurana (swargakhanda)

12.1/103 Manusamhita p-47

13. 24no Atrisamhita p-2

14. 3/57-60 Visnusamhita p-33

15. 1/88 Manusamhita p-42

16. 5 no DeoparaPraSasti p-237

Of Bijaysen
17.368,359 no Atrisamhita p-23
18. 3/35 Yajfavalkyasamhita
(Apaddharmaprakarana) p-201

19.10/8182 Manusamhita p-445-446
20. 7/58 Manusamhita p-446
21.8/9 Manusamhita p-547
22.8 no Atrisamhita p-1
23.376,378 Atrisamhita p-28
24, 11/42 Manusamhita p-876
25.  17/78,79 Manusamhita p-474-475
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