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\2. =P the Ediitors!

g‘jg(;r the past one year the pandemic has brought all our ideas and
o 8%ndeavors to a pause. However this situation has enabled us to
». explore the previously ignored nature that surrounded us. This
™ enabled the members of N8S unit of Bethune College to take on a
virtual initiative to start an e-magazine, with the help of the
students of the History Department. This magazine aims to make
people aware of the concerns of young minds about the

environment.

We the students of the three semesters of History Department have
come together to show our creativity through our works. Being the
students of history, we have witnessed through the chapters how
nature have shaped human civilization. The articles and the
artworks have captured the relationship between man and nature in
vibrant colours and how the nature that has created us can also
destroy us.

On this World Environment Day we endeavor to make people
aware about Our Mother Nature and the condition in which She is in
through our e-magazine "Sangbed". It's worth mentioning that the
students have worked tirelessly within a very short time and made
this initiative a success. And last but not the least, without the help
and cooperation of the NSS unit of our college, this work would not
have been possible!

Editorial Board,
Joyasree Adhikary, Srijani Das,
Ayantika Mishra, Sutanwi Ghosh,
Arpita Roy, Prajya Paramita
Dutta
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A Brief History of World Environmentalism
SUTANWI GHOSH, SEM 4.

Nature and human beings have very close connection with each other for a long
time. Since stone ages humans had been dependent on the nature for their survival
in this world. Big civilisations had been built by men on the bank of the rivers of
the world . men have come a long way from completely being in mercy of nature
to creating an artificial environment with the help of technology. But still human
beings are literally helpless when nature shows its ferocious side like 2006
tsunami that happened in indian ocean or the recent yaas cyclone that raged over
100 of villages of coastal areas of bengal and odisha. Human development have
left deep imprint on the nature in forms of pollution and global warming.The
concern for environmental protection has recurred throughout the history of the
world at different time periods. This can be traced back to ancient india where in
indus valley civilization where people worshipped plants and animals as deities.
Ancient indian texts like the mahabharata, ramayana, puranas, upanishads had
talked about preservation of environment and ecological balance and in 6th
century BC, jainism was revived by mahavira which has core values that were
compatible with environmental activism which was enforced through the principal
of non violence. In middle east, caliph abu bakr in 630BC commanded his armies
not not to burn any trees or kill any of enemy’s flock. Arabian medical and
scientific treaties of 9t and 13th centuries talk about environmentalism and
environmental science including pollution. In europe, environmentalism
developed through romanticism around 1800s. The concern for environment
became prominent in england with the growth of industries. Organisations like
‘society for protection of birds’(1889) and ‘national trust for places of historic
interest or natural beauty’ (1894) popped up all over england to conserve it’s
natural resources. This took shape of a environmental movement in north america
when john muir one of the early environmentalist persuaded congress to create
yosemite national park to conserve the valley. Even in nazi germany, high ranking
nazi officials were environmentalists and wanted to protect the german forests.
The movement continued to grow in 1960s and 1970s with formation of
environmental protection agency in 1970 and DDT was banned in 1972. United
nations had its first environmental conference and first earth day was also
celebrated in 1970. The movement became more mainstream with the growing
awareness for global warming. International activism is now shaping world
politics as well which was seen in 1992 united nations conference on environment
and development also known as the earth summit held at rio de janerio, brazil
which was attended by 180 countries, several business group and non-
governmental organizations and media. In 21st century, environmental movement
not only concerns the environment but also the rights of the people who are
directly affected by the hazards like pollution, flood global warming. For example
in india under the leadership of medha patekar , adivasis, farmers and
environmentalists and human rights activists of madhya pradesh started



Narmada bachao andolan in 1985to stop the building of sardar sarovar dam on
narmada river as it threatened to flood several villages and cut down large
areas of forests. The chipko movement which began in 1973 at uttarakhand
saw thousands of women coming out of their homes to hug the trees as a sign
of protest against the government who had illegally ordered to clear a large
part of the forest for a sports company. Despite so many movements,
conferences done all over the world to protect our environment by cutting
down the pollution, the problem of environmental damage still remains. The
consequences of not taking proper measures to protect the nature seems to be
quite heavy which we can see in form of a pandemic which has brought the
world to a pause or the forest fires at amazon and australia that almost wiped
out half of the forests that produces 15 percent of oxygen for our atmosphere
and killing hundreds of animals and snatched away the livelihood of the
people who depended on it. Therefore this earth environment day on 5th june
let us all come forward and take a pledge to be aware and take care of our
environment in whatever small way we can to protect our environment.



~APARNA CHAKRABORTY
Sem 2, History Department.
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"Ecology is permanent Economy"

Ankita Roy Chowdhury
Second sem

HER
AT PRESENT DAY OUR MOT
NATURE 1S BEIN 6 COVERED WITH
MORE MASKS, PPE KITS, PASTIC

MATERIALS - BUT sTILL SHE IS
oN HER DUTY.

SAVE NATURE TO
SAVE YOUR FUTURE

Abantika Saha,
Second sem. .
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Suprima Shahnaaz
Second sem
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Tommy v/s Bholu
- Tanima Mukherjee, SEM 2

“Don’t let that street dogs in” v/s “C'mon doggo, have some more food”

Our negligency towards street animals and partiality towards pet animals can be
seen often in the daily basis. The hypocrisy of human beings lead to infections
and diseases of street animals whereas the lovable doggo gets all the extra food
without any hesitation. The societical barriers cannot enhance us to divide our
love for animals. The care and affection should be uplifting and inspiring.

Like those of the social division of rich and poor, we are also more indulge
towards pet dogs because they are well-maintained, vaccinated and so on. But
the same can also be provided to the street animals who does without food or
shelter or out of cold. Even if one-third of the money is used for street animals
from the money we use for home ones, they will get any better life and will live
more.

If we stop running our vehicles over those sleeping animals at night, or if we
take more animals to get when they are injured, or if we take them to better
shelters during natural disasters, this will help anyday to lift up their life in

happy way.



Asmita Kundu

“When | came out of,the oakwood, back to human company,
- My walk was the walk of a human child, but my heart was a tree.”
- --- My Own True Family, Edward James Ted Hughes

- Written in a dream narration, the poem tells the story of a child,
who on entering an oak-wood while looking for a stag, comes
across a feeble and ragged old woman, presumably Mother Nature,
subjected to exploitation by human greed and hypocrisy. Put under
her spell, the child finds himself entrapped in a circle of an old tribe
who tell him of the atrocities being inflicted upon them by humans.
Introducing themselves as his own true family, they declare how
indiscriminately, they are nipped and mutilated, being deprived of
human attention to them. The child is threatened to make an oath to
plant two trees when he witnesses one being felled, refusing to
which, he will be shroud over by the black oak bark, signifying
barrenness and aridity, and engraved among the roots.

However, this incident occurs as a dream that transforms his inner
conscience and compassion towards trees and environment. Thus,
on his way back to human society, he was a human child in form
but a tree at heart. In today’s picture of a technically advanced
modern society, we are often ignorant of the consequences of the
void that will be created by the absence of trees in our natural
environment. The rising issue of global warming and natural
disasters resulting from ruthless deforestation poses a severe threat
to human existence as well. Humankind needs to be awakened,
both morally and scientifically, to put into active practice, the
conservation of our natural environment, in order to maintain the
peaceful and harmonious balance in ecological diversity.
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Is it necessary to modify animals in order to remain competitive?
ARITRI DUTTA
SEM 6

Humans have been modifying genetics since prehistoric times, when they
deliberately bred creatures to alter genetics. According to Rangel, dogs were likely
the first creatures to be purposely genetically modified, with the earliest attempts
stretching back roughly 32,000 years.

The technology that specifically cuts and transfers a piece of recombinant DNA
(rDNA) from one organism to another was developed in 1973 by Herbert Boyer and
Stanley Cohen, researchers at the University of California, San Francisco, and
Stanford University, respectively. Today, cattle are frequently selectively bred to
increase growth rate, muscular mass, and disease tolerance. According to a 2010
issue of the journal of Anatomy, certain lines of meat chickens have been developed
to develop 300 percent quicker today than they did in the 1960s. The judiciary in the
United States has ruled that genetically engineered DNA sequences can be patented.
That makes it more lucrative for establishments to study DNA manipulation instead
of working for the general good of humankind. There is a recognized danger of new
diseases emerging as a result of horizontal gene transfers. This generates a downward
spiral of risk for humans in the food chain, especially if the pathogen may infect
NUMErous species.

Although genetic engineering is a well-established discipline, the results are not
always predictable. Dolly the Sheep is the first mammal to have been cloned from an
adult somatic cell. Dolly was the only lamb to be born out of 277 tries, which is not
well known. Only 29 early embryos were generated, and 13 surrogate mothers were
utilized to create Dolly.

Such advancement of biotechnology has had uninvited consequences from time to
time but it is unfair to state that genetic engineering or modification of animals has
solely negative effects on the environment but on weighing the consequences of such
action, the bottom line persists to interrogate, just because we can, does it mean we
should?
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Tanima Mukherjee
Sem 2

Joyasree Adhikari
Sem 4
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AKRITI MONDAL,
FOURTH SEM

Srijani Das
Fourth sem
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Srijani Guha
Sem 2
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5g — A cure or a curse!
Arpita Roy, Sem 4.

The innovative 5G network is bringing about the reality of Internet as it
is able to handle significantly more technology, there are some
disadvantages to be considered. Radiation form Cell phones, Wi-Fi is
hurting the Birds and the Bees and 5G may make it worse. 5G is a fifth
generation wireless technology that transmits data at high speeds. 5G can
muster about 1 gigabyte or more and also 5G reaction time can be as low
as millisecond which makes everything happen virtually, instantly and
dense connections in a given square kilometre. The transmission to and
from proposed 5G wireless installations are radiofrequency emissions that
are an environmental pollutant found to cause cancer, DNA damage,
neurological damage and other adverse health and environmental effects.
The Telco’s using this band rely on the existing LTE networks and will
need to install a number of smaller towers to ensure adequate coverage
and high-speed performance. This is an extension of the idea that cellular
towers, which emit low-level RF-EMR radiation are in general damaging
our bodies. RF fields have been classified by WHQO’s International
Agency for Research on Cancer as possibly carcinogenic to human. There
is no doubt that radiation at very high levels, also referred to as ionising
radiation, heats up our tissue and can eventually lead to cancer.

Actress Juhi Chawla field a suit in the Delhi High Court against the
implantation of 5G wireless networks in the country. In a statement, the
actor said she is not against the implantation of technology advancement,
but added that, while using wireless devices one is in a constant dilemma
about RF radiation from wireless gadgets and network cell towers. She
wants the concerned department to certify that 5G technology is safe for
humans and also animals and birds.

A south Indian movie called Robot 2.0 is a significant reflection of the
ill-effects of cell phone radiation and EMR. Akshay Kumar’s character
Pakhsirajan in 2.0 is inspired by Ornithologist Salim Ali, the Birdman of
India.

While studies in Spain and Belgium have established the ill-effects of
Electromagnetic Radiation (EMR) emitted by cell phones masts on birds.
EMR can damage bird eggs and embryos. Researcher at the Salim Ali
Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), Coimbatore, says
that there are enough reasons to attribute bird morality to such radiation.
“Cell phones and towers emit a very low frequency of 900 or 1800
megahertz, called microwaves. Studies have found that they can cause
thin skulls of Chicks and thin egg shells”, said Dhanya R, a researcher at
SACON.
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